FCC must NextNav’s proposal 


The open sections of the 900 MHz spectrum are vital for technologies 
that foster experimentation and grassroots innovation. Amateur radio 
operators, developers of new loT devices, and small-scale operators 
rely on this band. 


One such project is Meshtastic, a decentralized communication tool 
that allows users to send messages across a network without a central 
server. This new approach to networking offers resilient communication 
that can endure emergencies where current networks fail. 


This is the type of innovation that actually addresses crises raised by 
Nextnav, and it’s happening in the part of the spectrum allocated for 
unlicensed devices while empowering communities instead of a 
powerful intermediary. Yet, this proposal threatens to crush such 
grassroots projects, leaving them without a commons in which they 
can grow and improve. 


This isn’t just about a set of frequencies. We need an ecosystem which 
fosters grassroots collaboration, experimentation, and knowledge 
building. Not only do these commons empower communities, they 
avoid a technology monoculture unable to adapt to new threats and 
changing needs as technology progresses. 


Invention belongs to the public, not just to those with the deepest 
pockets. The FCC should ensure it remains that way. 


FCC Must Protect the Commons 


NextNav’s proposal is a direct threat to innovation, public 
safety, and community empowerment. 


The FCC must reject this corporate land-grab and uphold the integrity 
of the 900 MHz band as a commons. 


